
 

2020 ANNUAL UPDATE 

 
 

www.HoustonResponds.org/NorthCentral 

 

 

Mission 
Mobilize churches to be a source of help and hope in the midst of disaster 
and its recovery. 

 
 

 
 
 
STORY: Hallelujah! Thank You, Jesus! 
 

If you follow Houston Responds on social 

media, you may have heard the story of 

Ms. Leola Davis. Her home flooded in 

Hurricane Harvey, and she continued to 

live there despite the damage. Eventually, 

the mold began to make her ill, and she 

was forced to leave her home and live 

with her daughter. It was 18 months after 

Harvey before she received assistance. 
 

After being displaced for so long, Leola's hope of returning home waivered, but 

hope was restored when help finally arrived. It came by way of local churches 

connected with the Houston Responds North Central coalition. Her optimism 

began to grow, stating, "When they finish this house, I'm going to lift up the window 

in every bedroom and just run through the house hollering Hallelujah! Thank you, 

Jesus!" 

 
  

“When they finish this house, I'm going to lift up the window in 

every bedroom and just run through the house hollering 

Hallelujah! Thank you, Jesus!” 

 
 

Volunteers from several churches helped 

with the repairs, but one church's 

investment has resulted in relationships 

that will last a lifetime. Ms. Davis said, 

"When I first met Bill, Hannah, and the 

crew, I just felt like I've known them for 

years. They were so friendly and hugging 

and helping me out. And I never had that 

done for me before. I said, 'these people 

must really love God. God is answering 

my prayers.'" 
 

Pastors Bill & Hannah White from Village Heights Church, along with volunteers 

from the congregation, helped repair Ms. Davis' house and invited her to visit their 

church, where she was welcomed like family. 
 

In September of 2019, Leola finally returned to her fully rebuilt and furnished home. 

A homecoming celebration marked the occasion and Ms. Davis stayed true to her 

word when she ran throughout the house hollering, "Hallelujah! Thank you, Jesus!" 

(continued…)  

2020 Key Projects / Accomplishments 
 

• Hurricane Harvey Rebuild 
• Tropical Storm Imelda Rebuild 
• Tech Donations for At-Home Learning 

 

• Homeless Outreach 
• Mask & Food Distribution 
• COVID-19 Response 

2020 | Highlights 
 

Thanks to the churches and organizations who made 
the collective impact in our community possible. 

Participating 
Churches 20 

Disaster Response 
Coordinators 20 

Volunteer Hours   3,029 

Homes Restored   47 

Families Served    2,000 

Masks Distributed   5,000 

Funds Raised    $10,000 

Value Invested in  
the Community   $217,200 

 

2021 | Vision 

New Participating 
Churches 15 

Volunteer Hours 5,000 

Homes Restored 78 

Families Served   3,000 

New Funds Raised    $100,000 

Value Invested in  
the Community   $1,000,000 
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Houston Responds visited Ms. Davis last August, nearly three years after 

Hurricane Harvey, to check in on her and get updated on how she was doing. She 

expressed her sincere gratitude for her beautiful home. She jokingly said her only 

complaint was that she was in the house way too much after being confined to her 

home due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Before COVID, she was attending Village 

Heights Church regularly.  

 

Throughout the pandemic, Hannah White and others from the church have been 

a blessing to Ms. Davis by bringing her food and checking in on her often. Leola is 

looking forward to the end of the pandemic so she can go back to see the faces of 

her church family every Sunday. 

 

Disaster response is not just about 

rebuild. It's about relationships. 

Volunteers invested in Leola's life as 

well as her home. Life-long 

relationships have been built. Leola 

and Village Heights Church have 

continually been a blessing to each 

other. Ms. Davis looks for opportunities 

to serve others the way she has been 

served, and the work of Christ 

continues to be evident in the midst of 

what began as a disaster. 

 

Ms. Davis said, "I prayed this prayer for 

God to put people in my life that love 

him more than they love themselves. 

And that's what he has done. And I'm so 

grateful for Village Heights Church and 

all the people who have helped me." 

 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Participating Churches 
 

Bella Vista Missionary Baptist Church 

Calvary Missionary Baptist Church 

Christ Missionary Baptist Church 

Green Chapel AME 

Ebenezer United Methodist Church 

Greater First Missionary Baptist Church 

Greater Galilee Baptist Church 

Greater New Hope Missionary Baptist Church 

Hunter Memorial COGIC 

Mt. Ararat Missionary Baptist Church 

New Beginnings Church 

North Main COGIC 

Providence Missionary Baptist Church 

Sheeler Memorial CME 

St. Mary’s Missionary Baptist Church 

St. Matthews United Methodist Church 

True Light MBC 

Village Heights Church 

Vineyard Church 

Yale Street Missionary Baptist Church 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact us:  
 

www.HoustonResponds.org/NorthCentral 
 

Tanya@HoustonResponds.org 
 

281-924-5500 
 

 

Participating Organizations 

 

Hope Disaster Recovery 

Independence Heights Ministerial Alliance 

Mennonite Restoration Team 

Mission Continues 

Rebuilding Together Houston 

Team Rubicon 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 

 

 

North Central coalition churches came together during the pandemic to distribute 
food and masks to help meet the needs of the community.  
 

 

Leadership 

 

Tanya Debose 
Coalition Coordinator 

 

In response to COVID-19, volunteers 
from Christ Missionary Baptist Church 
provided lunches for over 200 families 
throughout the summer. 
 

 


