
10:03:03 Summary from Greater Houston Partnership (GHP):  Stay Home and Save Lives 
 
10:04:02 Speaking: Dr. Marc Boom, CEO of Houston Methodist Hospital 
 
From Francisco Sanchez, Harris County Office of Emergency Management: I'll be referencing 
this resource later as something useful for the faith based community in responding to disasters: 
https://www.dhs.gov/dhs-center-faith-based-neighborhood-partnerships 
 
10:07:42 Summary:  Analogy of Hurricane modeling: we know that modeling is not always 

accurate.  With that analogy -- multiple models working in this case.  All pointing 
in same direction but not all identical.  We do have the capacity to reduce this 
event from Category 5 to Category 1.  Don't release social distancing restrictions 
until we are clear it has passed.  Stay home and stay healthy. 

 
10:09:28 Summary: TMC modeling from Late April until Mid-May. Dr. Boom:  Stay home 

order is through April 30th.  We anticipate that it may need to go longer so we 
stay healthy even as cases are going down. 

 
10:11:30 Summary: Social Distancing -- could do more than we are now.  May need 1400 

beds in hospitals.  That is with good social distancing.  If we do less social 
distancing then room need goes to 2,300 rooms which exceed hospital capacity.  

   
Francisco Sanchez: We are also asking people to fill out a community survey being conducted by 
our nonprofit partners.  It will help determine need for planning. It may be shared with your 
communities:   https://www.gulfcoastcovidsurvey.org/ 
 
10:13:07 Summary: In a minimal social distancing -- surge for bed need could be 8 times 

what we have.  We must have good to great social distancing.  Paralleling 
Northern Italy so we need to plan for greater needs.  Stay Home -- Save Lives. 

 
Question: If other states and counties within Texas do not implement or comply with measures 
consistently, then how does that impact the ideal modeling scenario? 
 
10:14:34 Summary: Community Spread numbers are over 1100 patients in the hospital.  

We have to get well beyond the curve.  We cannot release too soon lest the 
"hurricane" come back after getting more power (using 2001Tropical Storm 
Allison as an analogy: passed over Houston but was able to regain strength and 
damage Houston again).  

 
10:16:10 Summary: Pastoral visits: all pastoral care is virtual now.  Including last rites.  

Plenty of tablets at TMC hospitals to help with inpatients to reach chaplains and 
clergy virtually. 

 
10:18:41 Summary: Masks:  protecting the other person more than you are protecting 

yourself.  Ability to infect others so a mask helps reduce droplets.  If I go to 



market and touch masks and readjust them I could be at greater risk.  When 
wearing masks, don't touch your face. 

 
10:20:04 Mayor Turner now speaking. 
 
10:21:53 Summary of Mayor:  People getting restless but we must stay at home.  Tough 

month with holidays this week but we must stay home.   
 
10:23:30 Mayor Summary:  we need more testing.  The need for PPE's is high. 

Underserved communities may be disproportionately impacted.  
 
Question: can you give Houston a grade on our practice of social distancing? are we an A+? an 
F? And how does that grade compare to other similar cities, like Detroit, NYC, Chicago? And 
what are the metrics for such a grade? 
 
10:26:44 Mayor Summary:  Thank you to all those who worship on Facebook or other 

virtual methods.  The number of people across USA is nearing 15,000; Houston is 
at 12. But cases are still increasing -- some due to the backlog of testing.  
Important to understand what's behind the numbers.  Still a lot of community 
spread.  Don't let up. Stay at home.  Work Safely. 

 
10:28:23 Now Speaking: Francisco Sanchez speaking from Office of Emergency 

Management -- Harris County 
 
10:31:16 OEM Summary:  Our job to plan for worst possible scenario.  NRG Park field 

hospital being planned.  When hospitals are at capacity then NRG alternate health 
facility will help.  Asking faith leaders to be available for spiritual care with these 
patients.  Contact ghan@imgh.org if you would like to help this chaplaincy effort. 

 
Comment: We as faith leaders need to do all that we can to get faith communities to suspend 
gatherings. We need to do our part to keep from experiencing a tragically deadly surge in 
numbers. 
 
10:32:59 OEM Summary: DHS sent out a message of advice about how to secure 

congregations of faith.  ReadyHarris.gov has a lot of updated information.  
County Parks are now closed.   

 
10:33:44 Staci Loftin, Harris County Public Health is now speaking. 
 
10:34:32 Summary: Harris County 1952 active cases with 358 recoveries and 21 deaths. 
 
10:35:46 OEM Summary: Focus on marginalized communities.  Resource list available at 

ReadyHarris.gov  
 
See Op-Ed in today's Houston Chronicle authored by Dr. Boom and others. 
 



 
10:37:42 Harris County Judge Hidalgo is speaking now. 
 
10:39:31 Judge Summary:  County Parks closed.  Stay Home Work Safe is saving lives but 

we still must do that. 
 
Question: Clarify: #'s quoted were 4,800 lives saved and 50,000 kept out of hospitals through 
social distancing. Are those stats for the US? Texas? Harris County? Please see Kinder Institute, 
Rice University Survey. 
 
10:42:16 Judge Summary:  Up to $60 million for NRG “Alternate Care Facility.”  Outside 

now but will move inside when fully cleaned and sanitized after the Rodeo.  
Outside facility will be very adequate to help those with COVID-19. 

 
10:44:36 Judge Summary:  Testing is an important part of the strategy. Stay Home Work 

Safe has worked well in other countries because testing is valuable to controlling 
the virus.  Thank you to keep people strong and close to their faith. 

 
10:48:39 Summary Judge: Has been in touch with the Governor and his team.  As one of 

the most populous counties in the nation, we are trying to prepare in advance. 
Governor knows we need tests.  Sen. Cruz and Cornyn are doing much to get us 
the resources that we need for Harris County.  We got FEMA sites for testing.   

 
QUESTION: Are there any recommendations and/or resources to address people we encounter 
for mental health? Please see readyharris.org. 
 
10:49:02 Judge Summary: Federal government has helped with testing and we are grateful. 
 
Question: Do you foresee “Stay Home-Work Safe” being extended into May? 
 
10:51:12 Judge Summary: Trails:  includes trails closed this weekend.  Should not be at the 

park this weekend.  It will be back open on Monday.  
 
10:57:07 Judge gave a summary of Harris County Jail situation.  
 
10:57:36 Prayers for Unity of Heart and Actions for our community 
 
From Francisco Sanchez: The specific resource page: 
https://www.readyharris.org/Incidents/COVID-19-Resources-Recovery 
 
Hope Disaster Recovery will be launching HOPEline, a virtual call-in line to provide 
compassionate care. 
 
From Interfaith Ministries: if your house of worship can help identify seniors who need delivered 
meals to their home or can help, please email mcominsky@imgh.org 
 



Other Resources 
 
Reminder: If your house of worship can help identify seniors who need delivered meals to their 
home or can help, please email mcominsky@imgh.org 
 
Op-Ed in today’s Houston Chronicle: 
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/opinion/outlook/article/Churches-have-an-obligation-not-to-
hold-services-15186980.php  
 
Article in this week’s Houston Chronicle: 
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/Houston-mayor-pastors-
say-stay-home-on-Easter-15187898.php  
 
Kinder Institute, Rice University study: https://kinder.rice.edu/urbanedge/2020/04/06/4533-lives-
have-been-saved-harris-county-coronavirus-stay-at-home  
 
Harris County OEM is asking people to fill out a community survey being conducted by our 
nonprofit partners.  It will help determine need for planning. It may be shared with your 
communities:   https://www.gulfcoastcovidsurvey.org/ 
 
There is a screening tool on the Ready Harris website for testing. 
https://checkforcorona.com/harris-county#/welcome  
 
https://www.readyharris.org/Incidents/COVID-19-Resources-Recovery  
 
http://publichealth.harriscountytx.gov/Resources/2019-Novel-Coronavirus  
 
Something useful for the faith based community in responding to disasters: 
https://www.dhs.gov/dhs-center-faith-based-neighborhood-partnerships 
 
Mental Health Resource Here: https://www.spiritualityandhealth.org/mindbodygroups 
 
The Harris Center for Mental Health and IDD has activated a COVID-19 Mental Health Line. If 
an individual or their loved one needs assistance coping with anxiety, grief, worry, or other 
behavioral health issues, they can call The Harris Center’s Mental Health Support Line at 833-
251-7544.  
___________ 
 
Questions about the CARES Act, the Small Business Administration, and houses of worship? 
There is a recording of a town hall meeting on this topic at  
 
https://www.facebook.com/minaretfoundation/  
___________ 
 
https://www.imgh.org/faith-leader-information-for-covid-19/ 
https://www.readyharris.org  



https://houstontx.gov/coronavirus-info.html  
https://www.houstonresponds.org  
___________ 
 
Sign up for emails from Judge Hidalgo at the “Sign up for Updates” section on the bottom of the 
website: http://cjo.harriscountytx.gov.  Previous copies of the newsletter can be found in the 
newsletter archive: http://cjo.harriscountytx.gov/newsletter-archive  
____________ 
 
Individuals can go to https://www.readyharris.org/. Once on the website there is a square labeled 
“screening tool.” After clicking on this, they can select which language is needed for them to 
complete the self-assessment. Next, they can scroll to the bottom of the page and take the self-
assessment. After the assessment, individuals will either be told they do not need to be tested or 
will be given instructions to the next step of the process. 
  
Residents without access to healthcare can call the Harris Health Ask My Nurse line for COVID-
19 related questions at 713-634-1110 from 9am-7pm, 7 days a week. 
  
On the Harris County Public Health website, there is also a list of community resources towards 
the bottom of the page: http://publichealth.harriscountytx.gov/Resources/2019-Novel-
Coronavirus. 
____________ 
 
www.imgh.org/prayer. Interfaith Ministries hosts a “Mindful Monday” time of prayer and 
reflection each Monday through June 1st.  


